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Executive Summary 

In Los Angeles County, the most vulnerable of those experiencing homelessness, youth 

under eighteen, number over 100,000.  The negative impact of the trauma and realities of 

homelessness on their ability to obtain an education, while currently measured in terms of high 

dropout rates, expulsion, suspension, repeat of grades and other academic setbacks, cannot be 

fully quantified.  In Los Angeles, there is finally an urgency to address the catastrophic 

homelessness situation.  Through the passage of City and County measures, voters approved 

billions of dollars to combat homelessness.  While it remains to be seen if these funds will be 

used to specifically address the education of students experiencing homelessness, the greatest 

barrier to homeless students’ education is the lack of a stable home.  At the federal, state and 

school district level, policies to that protect the rights of homeless students and their access to 

public education have been in place for decades.  

This study seeks to understand how schools in Los Angeles are responding to an increase 

in homeless students in order to provide recommendations that will allow Los Angeles schools 

and organizations to provide support to homeless students. In order to answer the question, “How 

are Schools in Los Angeles Responding to an Increase in Homeless Youth?” 53 individuals who 

have direct experience with homeless youth in an educational capacity were surveyed. My 

research focused on identifying the challenges encountered by homeless students, teaching 

methods employed to overcome these challenges and resources need to allow homeless students 

to thrive academically.  My research findings, which are consistent with the literature addressing 

these issues, demonstrate that teachers and administrators feel as though they are not provided 

with sufficient resources to properly support this vulnerable population of students.  Also 



 
 
 
 

consistent with the literature, my recommendations reflect that teachers and schools must 

identify the barriers and issues the homeless students in their particular schools are facing and 

respond to those issues rapidly and resourcefully.  
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comprehensive and uniform definitions and data collection methodologies.  Unfortunately, 

current data related to homelessness is often inconsistent because the definitions of homelessness 

and the distinct methodologies employed for counting or estimating homeless individuals and 

families vary and produce wide disparities.  

This is best illustrated by the difference between the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (“HUD”) more limited definition of homelessness in comparison to the U.S. 

Department of Education (“DOE”) definition.  HUD defines homelessness as people living in 

shelters, transitional housing, permanent supportive housing programs and unsheltered locations 

such as “the streets, vehicles, or parks.” (The 2016 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (2016 

AHAR, 3)).   In contrast, the DOE, which provides guidance to states in connection with the 1

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (“McKinney-Vento”), which ensures educational 

rights and protections for children experiencing homelessness and is discussed below, defines 

homelessness to include those: 1) living in emergency or transitional shelters, 2) living in motels, 

camping grounds, or trailers parks due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations, 3) 

living in automobiles, parks, substandard housing, bus or train stations, abandoned buildings or 

public spaces, and 4) sharing housing with other persons due to a loss of housing or financial 

hardship.� �(McKinney-Vento, 5).  This more expansive definition which includes families that are 

“doubled up” or share housing with other persons due to a loss of housing or financial hardship, 

creates a significant variance between HUD’s and the DOE’s homeless youth data. 

(McKinney-Vento, 5).   This is because an estimated 76% of homeless children live in 

“doubled-up” situations with friends or family. (NCHE, 14-15).  

1 The 2016 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (2016 AHAR) was submitted to Congress by HUD in 
connection with the Obama administration’s Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End 
Homelessness which was released in 2010, and amended in 2015. 



 
 
 
 

HUD and the DOE also rely on different methodologies to report the number of homeless 

children. Every year, during the last 10 days of January, communities across the United States 

conduct an enumeration of homeless persons living in emergency shelter, transitional housing, or 

on the street, in what is known as a “Point in Time” (“PIT”) count.  HUD PIT counts are defined 

as “unduplicated 1-night estimates of both sheltered and unsheltered homeless populations.” 

(2016 AHAR, 2).   In Los Angeles City and County, LAHSA, with significant support from 2

homeless services providers and volunteers, conducts an annual PIT to count the number of 

homeless persons and collect data to determine where and what types of services are needed for 

the homeless living in Los Angeles (2016 LAHSA Homeless Count).�   The LAHSA homeless 3

count data are reported to HUD and incorporated in HUD’s PIT homeless data presented to 

Congress in the the AHAR. (2016 LAHSA Homeless Count).  Electronic administrative records 

are used to enumerate people living in emergency in transitional housing. These two counts, the 

sheltered and unsheltered, are disseminated to Congress and the public through the AHAR.  The 

HUD PIT methodology used to count the “unsheltered” homeless population varies by 

community and committed resources and has been found to be significantly flawed. (Hopper, 

2008).  Inaccurate estimates were found to exist based on, among others, counters’ failure to 

count people who “didn’t look homeless,” and homeless being in places they could not have 

easily been seen for safety and to allow them uninterrupted sleep. (Hopper). The HUD PIT count 

also does not count homeless children living in motels, trailer parks, camping grounds or similar 

settings. Despite the flaws, the annual HUD PIT counts, which are a snapshot of those living in 

2 The 1-night counts are conducted during the last week of January of each year by Con�d uy  yaJanu� e
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homelessness on one particular night of the year, help provide local and national estimates of 

people experiencing homelessness.  

In contrast to the HUD PIT methodology, McKinney-Vento requires that all state 

education agencies and/or local education agencies (commonly referred to as school districts) 

collect and submit information to the DOE regarding the children who are identified as homeless 

and enrolled in all local school districts in the state over the course of the academic year using 

the McKinney-Vento definition of child homelessness. (NCHE, 1).  The enrolled student DOE 

data include children ages 3-5 enrolled in public preschools in local education agencies, but it 

does not include children under the age of three.  (NCHE, 11).  Because current research 

estimates that 51% of the total number of homeless children are under the age of 6, the DOE 

count of homeless children represents approximately half of the total of homeless children. 

(NCFH, 99; Bassuk, 498).  Because public schools are the only institutions legally responsible 

for identifying and serving children experiencing homelessness, the DOE/McKinney-Vento data 

concerning homeless school-aged children and youth appears to be more reliable than the HUD 

PIT data.  However, the DOE data is not without limitation.  The DOE data only includes 

children enrolled in public school and identified by school personnel. (NCHE, iii).  As a result, 

the DOE data does not capture school-aged children who experience homeless during the 

summer months, those who drop out of or do not attend school, children who do not enroll in 

preschool programs administered by local education agencies, and students whose homeless 

status is unknown to school personnel. (NCHE, iii). 

The varying definitions and methodologies result in a staggering disparity in the 

estimated number of homeless individuals, youth and families.  Specifically, using a PIT count, 



 
 
 
 

HUD through the 2016 AHAR reports that in the United States, on a single night in “January 

2016, 549,928 people were experiencing homeless. A majority (68%) were staying in emergency 

shelters, transitional housing programs, or safe havens, and 32 percent were in unsheltered 

locations.” (2016 AHAR, 1).  In contrast, in its January 2015 Overview of the Data and Causes 

of Homelessness, the National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty (“NLCHP”), relying on 

data from HUD, DOE and the U.S Census Bureau estimates that each year, “at least 2.5 to 3.5 

million Americans sleep in shelters, transitional housing, and public places not meant for human 

habitation.” (NLCHP, 1). NLCHP also estimates that “at least an additional 7.4 million have lost 

their own homes and are doubled-up with others due to economic necessity.” (NLCHP, 1). 

With regard to homeless children under the age of 18, the 2016 AHAR reports that, using 

the HUD PIT methodology, on a single night in January 2016, there were 120,819 homeless 

children under the age of 18, representing 22 percent of all homeless people living in the United 

States. (2016 AHAR, 8).   In contrast, using the McKinney-Vento definition of homelessness, the 

DOE reports that during the 2013-14 school year,  there were 1,263,323 homeless students 4

enrolled in United States public schools. (NCHE, 8).   For reference, the 2014 AHAR reports 5

that on a single night in January 2014, there were 135,701 homeless children under the age of 18, 

representing 23 percent of all homeless people living in the United States. (2014 AHAR, 32). 

The variance, 1,165,538 children, is particularly distressing when one considers that the AHAR 

estimate includes children up to age 18, and the DOE estimate does not include children under 

age 3 who are too young to enroll in public school.  Combining the DOE data on homeless 

4 The latest years for which the DOE has reported data on homeless students,  
5 This November 2015 report provides a summary of the 2013-2014 state data collection required by the 
DOE for the McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) Program.  The EHCY 
program, authorized under McKinney-Vento, is designed to address the needs of homeless children and youth and 
ensure educational rights and protections for them. 



 
 
 
 

students with an estimate of younger non-school aged homeless children in the United States, the 

number of children experiencing homelessness annually is 2.5 million children. (NCFH, 14). 

Using United States Census estimates of the total population of children under 18 years, this 

represents one in every 30 children. (NCFH, 14).  

Every year, the HUD PIT count leaves hundreds of thousands of homeless children in the 

United States uncounted and invisible to policy makers and the public.  In order to make these 

children visible to lawmakers and their communities, the more inclusive definition used by the 

DOE, which reflects the complex realities of child homelessness in the United States, should be 

utilized and researchers and advocates should address ways to incorporate this more inclusive 

definition into HUD PIT methodologies for assessing homeless populations.  

In addition, the definition and methodology used to accurately assess homeless youth, 

ages 16-24, should specifically include the categories that describe the circumstances many 

homeless youth are experiencing, including: 1) Youth that are “couch surfing” find temporary 

shelter with friends, classmates, or acquaintances. Individuals in this position are often unsure of 

how long they will be permitted to stay at the location; 2) “Disconnected youth” or “opportunity 

youth” are individuals between the age of 16 and 24 who are currently not enrolled in school or 

working; 3) “Emancipation” or “aging out” refers to young adults between the ages of 18 and 21 

who are no longer under care of the foster system; 4)“Runaway youth” refers to minors who 

leave home without permission; 5) “Street youth” is anyone under the age of eighteen who 

spends most nights in unsheltered locations such as the street, vehicles, or parks; 6) 

“Thrownaway youth” are individuals under the age of eighteen that are asked or forced to leave 

home by a parent or guardian. (National Network for Youth).  Because each of these categories 



 
 
 
 

are surrounded by different problems and potential interventions, to focus on youth homelessness 

effectively, those living in these situations should be accurately identified, counted and their 

needs addressed.  

The State of Homelessness 

United States 

At the national level, utilizing the HUD PIT methodology, the 2016 AHAR finds that 

from 2015 to 2016, the number of people experiencing homelessness declined by three percent, 

and since 2007, national homelessness has decreased by 15 percent. (2016 AHAR, 1, 10).  The 

2016 AHAR found that nationally, homelessness among families with children declined by 6 

percent between 2015 and 2016. (2016 AHAR, 32).   On a single night in January 2016, 194,716 6

people were homeless in 61,265 families with children, representing 35 percent of all people 

experiencing homelessness. (2016 AHAR, 32).  Finally, the 2016 AHAR found that nationally, 

on a single night in January 2016, there were 120,819 homeless children, and 35,868 

unaccompanied homeless youth.  (2016 AHAR, 8, 44).  In contrast, the DOE reports 1,301,239 7

homeless children enrolled in school for the 2013-14 school year. (NCHE, 6).  The nighttime 

residence for these children are reported as unsheltered (3%), motels (6%), shelters (15%) and 

doubled up (76%). (NCHE, 11). 

California 

In California, the 2016 AHAR finds on a single night in January 2016, California 

6 AHAR defines people in families with children as as a

6



 
 
 
 

accounted for 22 percent (118,142) of the nation’s homeless population, the highest percentage 

in the country. (2016 AHAR, 12).  In California, 66 percent (78,390 people) were without shelter 

and 34 percent (39,752) were staying in emergency shelters, transitional housing, or safe havens. 

(2016 AHAR, 12).  HUD also reported that California has 11% (20,482) of the nation’s homeless 

people in families with children. (2016 AHAR, 36).  The 2016 AHAR finds that California has 

the greatest number of homeless unaccompanied youth, 11,222; which is 31 percent of the 

national total. (2016 AHAR, 46). Seventy-eight  percent of these homeless unaccompanied youth 

are  unsheltered. (2016 AHAR, 47).  Utilizing its public school data collection methodology, the 

DOE reports that 235,983 homeless students were enrolled in California schools for the 2014-15 

school year. (NCEH, 8).  8

Los Angeles City and County 

The 2016 Los Angeles Homeless Count, also using HUD PIT methodology, found that 

homelessness in Los Angeles County increased 5.7% to 46,874 in 2016 from 44,359 in 2015, 

and 74% of the homeless population in Los Angeles County, is unsheltered, an increase of 

11.8%.  (LAHSA, 4).  The 2016 AHAR finds that Los Angeles County has the highest rates of 

unsheltered homeless people in families with children and the highest numbers of 

unaccompanied children and youth in the country. (2016 AHAR, 38, 47).  In Los Angeles, the 

homeless count identified 6,611 homeless family members, an 18% decrease from 2015 to 2016. 

The California Department of Education tabulates the number of homeless public school students 

for 2014 as being 67,301 in Los Angeles County (an increase of 25% since 2011, and 25% of the 

homeless student in California), and 14,560 in Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), 

8 Note that the number of homeless students enrolled in California public schools is almost double the 
number of all California homeless individuals identified in the HUD PIT count.  



 
 
 
 

more than any other California school district. (Packard).   9

Again, the drastic difference in the definition and methodology utilized by HUD versus 

DOE is evident where the number of homeless children identified by Los Angeles County public 

schools is higher that the HUD PIT count number of all homeless individuals living in Los 

Angeles County. Even these staggering numbers understate the problem.  First, the numbers do 

not include homeless youth and children who are not in school or whose school is not aware they 

are homeless.  Second, parents and guardians may be reluctant to report homelessness to school 

staff for fear they will be reported to child protective services, or risk causing the person they are 

doubling up with to be evicted.  Similarly, older students may fear unwarranted attention from 

law enforcement, child protective services or abusive parents or guardians if they admit to being 

homeless. 

Homeless Children and Youth In Los Angeles 

While there are numerous explanations for the causes of homelessness faced by families 

with children, the main causes of homelessness of Los Angeles families and youth mirror those 

of other areas of the country, and include:  

● Persistently high rates of poverty/decline in public assistance 
  

● Lack of affordable housing 
  

● Eviction/foreclosure  
 

● High risk of homelessness based on racial and ethnic disparities,\ 
 

● Single parenting challenges 
 

● Traumas experienced by women and children 

9 “Homeless Public School Students” is defined as public school enrollees who were recorded as being 
homeless at any point during the school year. (Packard). 
 



 
 
 
 

 
● Teen pregnancy 

 
● Cost of child care 

 
● Alcohol and drug addiction 

 
● Mental health issues 

 

(NCFH, 74-83; LACOE, 4).  

Further, each night time residence situation, along with whether a child is living with 

relatives, is accompanied by common and distinct obstacles.  A youth living with their family in 

a motel has distinct survival and educational issues from an adolescent living on the street. 

Families living doubled up are often in residences that are unsafe and unsanitary due to lack of 

running water or electricity, animal infestations, or structures that are not up to proper building 

codes and/or uninhabitable.  

LAHSA defines homeless youth as those age 18-25.  Homeless youth are often referred 

to as Transition Age Youth (TAY).  LAHSA and homeless youth providers, including the LGBT 

Center and Covenant House, have identified the following reasons for youth becoming homeless:  

● Being kicked out of the family home 
  

● Abuse 
  

● Running away from home 
 

● Aging out of the foster care system 
 

● Substance abuse 
 

● Mental illness 
 

● Family economic hardship 
 

● Rejection of LGBTQ status by family 



















 
 
 
 

address homelessness over the next ten years, at an estimated cost of $1.87 billion dollars. (LA 

CHS, Garcetti). 

Central to the LA CHS Report is recognition that the City cannot “achieve a reduction in 

homelessness unilaterally,” and that a coordinated effort with the County of Los Angeles, 

existing non-profit providers, and LAHSA is required. (LA CHS).  The LA CHS Report found 

that 13,000 units of new housing, including 10,000 units of supportive housing, would be needed 

to house Los Angeles’ homeless population, at an estimated cost of more than $1 billion. (LA 

CHS).  The City’s strategy, which is consistent with that of LAHSA and HUD, is that providing 

stable housing to homeless individuals prior to providing needed services is a more effective 

strategy than providing support services without guaranteed housing. (LA CHS).  

The strategy championed by the supporters of HHH is based on the Housing First model. 

Housing First is an approach to ending homelessness by moving homeless people into permanent 

housing as quickly as possible and providing services once they have been placed into homes. 

The housing-first initiative proposes that homeless individuals and families should be provided 

housing with no conditions, including a predetermined length of sobriety or current enrollment in 

drug and alcohol programs. (Pathways). This allows homeless individuals to achieve housing 

stability leading to an improved quality of life in all areas. Housing First was created in 1992 by 

Pathways to Housing in New York (“Pathways”). (Pathways).  Pathways provides housing along 

with supportive treatment in mental and physical health, substance abuse, education, and 

employment.  Pathways residents are placed in apartments scattered throughout the city to avoid 

concentrated poverty. (Pathways).  Some Housing First programs target certain types of 

individuals or households such as families with children, victims of domestic violence, or people 









 
 
 
 

review and revise policies and procedures to remove barriers to a high quality education for 

homeless children and youth.� �(McKinney-Vento).  McKinney-Vento requires that:  

1) Homeless students who move have the right to remain in their schools of origin, if in 

the student’s best interest; 

2) If it is in the child’s best interest to change schools, homeless students must be 

immediately enrolled in a new school, even if they lack documents normally required for 

enrollment; 

3) Transportation must be provided to or from a homeless student’s school of origin;  

4) Homeless students must have access to  all programs and services for which they are 

eligible, including charter schools, school nutrition programs, special education, 

preschool, language assistance for English learners, and before and after school care;  

5) Unaccompanied youth must be given special protections, including immediate 

enrollment without proof of guardianship; and  

6) Unaccompanied youth, parents and guardians have the right to dispute school 

selection, enrollment and eligibility determinations.  

(McKinney-Vento).  

In 2015, total annual federal funding to states under McKinney-Vento was $65,042,000. 

(EHCY Profile).  In the more than 20 years since the passage of McKinney-Vento, the rate of 

school attendance by homeless students has increased by 17%. (Tierney, 59). 

At the state and local level, the DOE requires all state education agencies and local 

education agencies to submit information regarding student homelessness on an annual basis. 

Additionally, the McKinney-Vento plan submitted by the state to the DOE must include: 



 
 
 
 

1) Demonstration that the state education agencies and local education agencies have 

developed and will review and revise, policies to remove barriers to the enrollment and 

retention of homeless children; 

2) Description of how homeless children and youth are or will be given the opportunity to 

meet the same challenging state achievement standards all students are expected to meet; 

3) Strategies to address problems resulting from enrollment delays caused by 

immunization records, medical records, residency requirements, lack of birth certificates, 

school records or uniform or dress code requirements; 

4) Description of procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes regarding educational 

placement of homeless children; 

5) Policies to ensure transportation is provided to and from the school of origin if 

necessary; and  

6) Description of procedures to ensure homeless children have the equal access to the 

same programs as provided to other children. 

(NAEHCY). 

State, District and Local Level Programs to Address the Issue of Homeless Students 

In California, at the state level, the focus is on providing indirect support to ensure 

homeless youth are in school and counting the number of homeless students in schools. (Tierney, 

61).  It is important that homeless youth enroll in school not only because of the importance of a 

proper education, but also so that they have access to supplementary services that are only 

provided to students enrolled and attending school. (Tierney, 61).  In addition, in 2013, 

California passed Senate Assembly Bill 177 (“SB 177”), the Homeless Youth Education Success 



 
 
 
 

Act which includes provisions that affirmed the education rights of California’s homeless 

students by considering them eligible to participate in extracurricular activities including after 

school sports, even if they do not meet school-residency requirements. (SB 177).  SB 177 also 

provides youth access to educational support and services by requiring: 1) immediate enrollment 

of a homeless child or youth; 2) the State Department of Education and the Department of Social 

Services to organize a work-group to develop policies and practices to support homeless children 

and youth and ensure that child abuse and neglect reporting requirements do not create barriers 

to school enrollment and attendance; and 3) local educational liaisons for homeless children and 

youth to ensure public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youths are 

distributed in schools. (SB 177). 

In October 2013, the California legislature also passed enacted Assembly Bill 652 (“AB 

652”) the Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act, which clarifies that the fact that a child is 

homeless or classified as an unaccompanied minor (as defined by the McKinney-Vento 

education definition), is not, in and of itself, a sufficient basis for reporting q遉or༗uca䀅怄쀅怀〄逅 倀々倄者々⁅a�ѰրѠрհ
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resolution which established LAUSD’s Homeless Education Program (“HEP”) to “identify 

homeless youth, provide training and technical assistance to school and community personnel 

and to facilitate enrollment and equal access to all school programs for homeless students district 

wide.” (LAUSD HEP).  In 2015, LAUSD budgeted $1.8 million for HEP. (Tulley, 2015).  

HEP services include: 1) Facilitation of school enrollment as needed to ensure 

compliance with district policy and to equal access to educational and meal programs, as well as 

tutoring and other services available at the school site; 2) professional development trainings for 

school personnel and community agencies regarding the rights and responsibilities of homeless 

students; 3)  technical assistance regarding the proper identification, enrollment, and service 

needs of homeless students and their families: 4)  assistance with transportation, backpacks, 

school supplies, and clothing vouchers; 5) medical, dental, and mental health referrals, in 

addition to other school/community services; 6) education of  students and parents on their 

educational rights, and promotion of parent participation in school related activities; 7) 

assistance to unaccompanied youth with enrollment procedures, school placement options, and 

retrieval of immunization records; 8) advocacy services for parents and students during school 

related educational meetings, such as Student Study Team (SST), Individualized Educational 

Program (IEP), and Student Attendance;  9) Participation in the mediation of school enrollment 

disputes; and 10) assistance to specialized populations of homeless students, including 

preschoolers, homeless teen parents, children with special needs, and unaccompanied youth. 

(LAUSD HEP).  Under LAUSD’s HEP, every school site is entitled to a designated homeless 

education liaison who can facilitate the above referenced services. (LAUSD HEP).  

At the school level, the focus is to keep data on how many homeless students attend the 





 
 
 
 

the survey with other members at their school or organization who have experience working with 

homeless students. These schools and organizations were Five Keys Schools and Programs, the 

Institute for the Redesign of Learning, People Assisting the Homeless, A Safe Place for Youth, 

RISE Charter School and Aviva Family and Children’s Services.  

Findings 

The survey consisted of 5 multiple choice questions and five short answer questions. (See 

Appendix for list of survey questions).  Responses were collected from teachers (37%), “other” 

(26%), administrators (25%), and tutors (11%).  “Other” consists  of counselors, therapists, 

mental health/child welfare staff, and 1:1 classroom aides.  

Of those surveyed 48% have been involved with homeless students for 1-4 years, 21% 

have been involved with homeless students for 4-9 years, 21% have been involved with 

homeless students for ten years or more, and 10% have been involved with homeless students for 

less than one year. (Figure 1).  

 

 

Figure 1: Years Experience 
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case basis. (NNY).  Each student’s situation is unique and to develop one solution for varying 

circumstances will fail to address the complexity of the issues and traumas experienced by 

homeless students and their families. For example, an accompanied homeless minor with a 

physical illness will not require the same interventions as an LGBT unaccompanied minor with a 

substance abuse problem. With hunger as the most commonly reported barrier, the literature is 

reflected as students who suffer from hunger are more likely to repeat a grade and ed"㑰Ҁ䠀̀y_րՐҀMӀՠ







 
 
 
 

homeless students do not have a home. It is possible that the phrasing of the question affected 

subjects’ responses. 

When asked, “�Have you seen or used any teaching methods that are particularly effective 

in engaging homeless students in the classroom or tutoring space? If so, what are they?�” almost 

all of the subjects focused on the importance of creating an environment in which the students 

are set up to succeed rather than pedagogical theory. Many subjects placed importance on 

making the students feel comfortable and confident in their abilities. They do this by being 

patient with the students and using positive reinforcement. Other main ideas included: extra care 

and attention, linguistic coaching, personalized curriculum, and giving students a voice. 

When asked, “�What resources would best serve the organization?�” an overwhelming 

number of responses stated that there should be overall increased funding specifically targeted 

for resources to support homeless students and their families. Other specific resources included: 

healthy, nutritious meals, on site physical and mental health services, rest areas, free condoms 

and sex education, work opportunities, cell phones for parents, washer/dryer facilities, school 

supplies, hygiene items, technology that allows students to work remotely, and experienced 

faculty, mentors, and counselors. 

When asked, “�
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Based on the data gathered, it is imperative that any practices or interventions be trauma 

informed. The instruction, services, and policies that address education for homeless youth must 

take into account and respond to the multiple traumas experienced by homeless youth. (Schneir, 

5).  Paramount to a student’s education success is an individualized assessment and 

implementation of of goals and objectives based on the student’s identified education strengths 

and weaknesses. (Thistle, 7). 

Finally, the California State Board of Education is responsible for creating rules and 

regulations for California schools. While the majority of the eleven members have some 

educational experience, few have served as teachers and actually experienced how students 

behave and interact in a classroom. It is important that teachers, especially those who work with 

vulnerable populations, such as homeless students, are included in the conversation about how to 

best support students. A committee should exist in which teachers from schools with different 

backgrounds (ie. urban, suburban, rural, high-poverty, low-poverty, etc.) are asked for their input 

on what educational policies should be in place in order to create equitable opportunities for 

homeless students, and those at risk of experiencing homelessness.  

Conclusion 

Homelessness is at a crisis level in Los Angeles.  As a result, thousands of children and 

youth are experiencing the traumas associated with homelessness and, as a result, their ability to 

receive an adequate education is significantly and negatively affected.  While the implementation 

of McKinney-Vento provides homeless students and their families with educational rights, and 

places the responsibility of assisting these students on states and school districts, individual, 

specialized assistance at the school and classroom level is required to ensure that each homeless 



 
 
 
 

student receives the resources that will enable him or her to succeed in school.  My research 

focused on identifying the challenges encountered by homeless students, teaching methods 

employed to overcome these challenges and resources need to allow homeless students to thrive 

academically.  My research findings, which are consistent with the literature addressing these 

issues, demonstrate that teachers and administrators feel as though they are not provided with 

sufficient resources to properly support this vulnerable population of students.  Also consistent 

with the literature, my recommendations reflect that teachers and schools must identify the 

barriers and issues the homeless students in their particular schools are facing and nimbly 

respond to those issues.  The greatest obstacle to homeless students’ education is the lack of a 

stable home.  With Measures H and HHH in place, and the focus on housing the homeless and 

providing homeless families and youth with increased resources, hopefully these students will 

not miss the opportunity to receive the education they need and deserve.  
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